MONTAIGNE  ON   HIS  TRAVELS

examined by the experts in heresy-hunting and
in the detection of literary improprieties. When,
after a long interval of time, the book was re-
turned to him, " castigated according to the
opinion of the monastic doctors*', the censure did
not prove excessively severe. The Master of the
Sacred Palace knew no French, and he was
politely satisfied with Montaigne's explanation of
the passages which had met the reader's disap-
proval; he left it to Montaigne's conscience to
make amendments in whatever was wanting in
good taste. Montaigne had used the word " For-
tune" ; he had named certain heretical poets, such
as Beze; he had apologised for Julian the Apos-
tate ; he had asserted that one who prays should
for the time be free from vicious inclination; he
had said that whatever goes beyond the mere pun-
ishment of death is cruelty; he had argued that
a child should be rendered capable by education
.of doing all manner of things. Montaigne pro-
fessed that he had only put forth his own opinions,
not holding them for errors, and he alleged that
his meaning had not been always rightly caught.
The Maestro was gracious, and pleaded on the
Essayist's side against an Italian who was present.
When Montaigne was about to quit Rome and
went to take his leave of his censors, the affair
was a thing of the past; they begged him to pay
no regard to the objections; they complimented
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